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here the Greek woman plays a conspicuous and promi-
nent rtle. Then, as Rome spread her conquests over
the Orient, the Grseco-Roman period succeeds the Helle-
nistic, and through the intermingling of alien civilizations
a womanhood of purely Greek culture is merged into the
cosmopolitan womanhood of the Roman world. Chris-
tianity rapidly becomes the leaven that permeates the
lump of the Roman Empire, and, appealing as it did to all
that was highest and best in feminine character, finds
ready acceptance among the women of Hellenic lands.
The woman of Greek culture, with rare exceptions, ceases
to exist, and our subject reaches its natural termination.